
Solemnity of the Holy Trinity –Year A 
 
Where our attention goes to in a given situation can say a lot 
about our predispositions.  A dog lover who goes to the park 
might immediately be aware of the golden retriever chasing a 
frisbee, whereas another visitor to the park, someone who hasn’t 
had lunch, for example, might notice the food truck at once and 
not see the dog at all. 

Today’s gospel, short as it is, has been the subject of that sort of 
selective attention.  People who prefer everything in black and 
white might get caught up in the last sentence, “whoever does 
not believe has already been condemned…,” and use it to 
separate people into two camps:  those who are going to heaven 
an those who aren’t.   

Another option might be to focus on an earlier statement in the 
passage: “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world might be saved through him.  A 
person who takes that as his starting point might adopt a more 
positive and affirming approach to sharing what has always been 
called the “Good News.”  God’s love, God’s unconditional love 
becomes the focal point:  it has been there from the beginning, 
from the original act of creation, is still present and active, and 
finds its perfect expression in the Son’s gift of self on the cross. 

What then of the condemnation mentioned at the end?  We 
might be tempted to think of this as an act of God, but there are 
other approaches.  It might be an act of God, but in a way 
similar to how electricity is an act of God:  It’s simply the reality 
of the matter, and it has its natural laws to follow.  The electric 
current is available in the wall outlet, but unless we plug into it, 
it will not be of any use to us.  We have a power cord, but that’s 



 
 

not enough.  It has to be plugged in.  It could be that there’s 
really very little judgment involved in Jesus’ statement in the 
sense of court proceedings and announcing a sentence.  It’s 
more a matter of fact.  Plugs have to be plugged in.  If they are 
not, they remain without power. Jesus has to be acknowledged 
as Lord.  Otherwise, the person who refuses to do so condemns 
himself.  No one who refuses to go to heaven will get there. 

Actually, I think our relationship with God benefits a lot by this 
sort of matter-of-fact approach, shorn of the emotional weight 
which might be the residue of our upbringing when wrongs were 
punished, and maybe not tenderly, but with a fair amount of 
negative emotion.  We keep hearing that God does not act that 
way, but old habits and patterns die hard and they can still hold 
sway. 

The Feast of the Holy Trinity is an occasion to steep ourselves 
once again in the love of God, which flows to us from every side 
and in every dimension:  in the very act of bringing us into being 
and sustaining us moment by moment, in the reconciliation with 
God that the Son has won for us by his teaching and example, 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit who still empowers us to 
receive the gift intended for us and to open us to its full 
flowering. 

It would be folly to choose another image of God over the one 
that most fully expresses the truth of the matter:  God loves us, 
has always loved us, and will always love us, come what may.  
That reality is what gave Moses the courage to ask the Lord to 
“come along in our company.” 



 
 

If we allow ourselves the luxury of that gift, and it is luxurious 
and it is a gift, we find it easier to let go—of judgmental 
attitudes, of past hurts that we might think have robbed us of the 
chance to be happy, and of the worry that somehow we have to 
fashion our own salvation.   

None of those things will help us.  The one thing necessary is to 
abide in the presence of the one true God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 


